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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, TU 

SUBJECT: THIRD COUNTRY OVERFLIGHTS 

1 . GRUMMAN AEROSPACE CORPORATION HAS PROPOSED TO THE US 
NAVY TO FERRY THE LAST FIFTY OF EIGHTY F 14 AIRCRAFT TO 
IRAN. PROPOSED ROUTE IS SIGONELLA-INCIRLIK-TEHRAN. NO 
TRANSIENT MAINTENANCE WOULD BE REQUIRED OTHER THAN NORMAL 
REFUELING AND SERVICING. FERRY FLIGHTS WOULD COMMENCE 

IN JUNE 77 AND CONTINUE AT A RATE OF FOUR PER MONTH UNTIL 
JUNE 78. EACH FLIGHT WOULD CONSIST OF TWO TO THREE AIR- 
CRAFT PILOTED BY GRUMMAN CIVILIAN FLIGHT CREWS FULLY 
COGNIZANT OF ALL CURRENT MILITARY PROCEDURES. 

2. GRUMMAN WISHES TO KNOW IF TURKISH GOVERNMENT WOULD 
PERMIT TRANSIT FLIGHTS VIA INCIRLIK OF F-14'S BOUND FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IRAN PILOTED BY CIVILIANS. 

3. IF EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS QUESTION CAN BE RAISED WITH THE 
TURKS WITHOUT ADVERSE REACTION, WE WOULD APPRECIATE BEING 
INFORMED OF THE TURKISH POSITION REGARDING USE OF CIVILIAN 
PILOTS. 
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